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ic a useful addition to tihe Indian litera-
ture on geography. The book is a major
contribrrtion and the editor is to be com-

mended for her well-coordinated efforts.

It has rninor shorteoming's such as the

occasional printer's devil popping out of
apparerrtly innocuous lines, ror the ex-
tremely linaited discussion of nc:al/
cultural geography. However, the paper
and other aspects of production are of a

The book containe the proccedings of
t'he international conference "Climatic
.change in the Historical and Instrurnental
periods" held in Brno durine 12-16 June
1989. The papers that are published do
not take cogn:zance of the sweePing
changes that have taken place in Europe,
subsequent to 1989, especially the un-
ification of Germany. The official name
of Czechoslovak'a has been changed to
Czech and Slovak Federative Republi,:
(csFR).

The volume oontains Part I, II, III, IV,
V and VI. Part I deals with Climatic
change 

- 
Global view. Consist:ng of ten

contributed papers. Part II consists of
four papers on Impacts of Climatic
'Change. Part III is on Indirect and His-
tor:cal Data sets wlth nine research
papers. Eight papers are presented under
part IV. Instrumental Data sets and
Methods of Analysis. Part V is the most
contributed section of the booh; it re-
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high quality. The piice too is not beyond
the reach. It is unlikely, howeven that
th:s otherwise cornprehensive volumc
will find much use as a text. The book
will be helpful to a wide range of acade-
micians and policy-makers concerned
with solutions to pressing developmental
problems related to space. But perhaps

the greatest value of this book is that it
:aises many questions suitable for follow-
up research.

lates to Regional Climatic changcs 
-Europe with 37 papers. The final Part VI

Regional Climatic changes 
- 

Regions
other than Eutope with four paperc"

According to the Editor the publishcd
co'ntributions ryere not refered or cor-
rected for t'heir language. However, most
of the participants a.re well known rc-
searchers and hence the contributions are
of significant importance"

The papers are all contributed by the
members of the Study Group on Recent
Climatic Change of the International
Geographical Union under the Chairman-
ship of Prof. M. Yoshino, University of
Tsukuba, Japan. The members are drawn
from ail over the world. Thus the pro-
ceedings of the ,conference includes pro-
blems of climatic change in a broad per-
spective 

- 
fless global problems to

typical case studies w:th the time scale
covering on the one hand instrumental
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.observations of the last 200-300 years, on
the other ha.trd tlre period of the last mil-
lcnium (the historical period). Hence the
papers are classified into various thematic
Froupe in sr'x parts.

The book under review bv Dr. K. N.
Singh is one of the series ed,ited by Psof.
jagdish Singh and published by the In-
stitute fgr Rural Eco-developrnent,
Corakhpur, with a foreward by Professor
K. H. I{ottes (Germany).

The book has been orga.nised in nine
chapters. AF"e.r the initial discussion on
conceptual background, reeearch d,esign,
and characteristics of the study area, tl*
author devotes chapters III and IV to the
study of transport network and traffic--
flows. Chapters V, VI, VII andVlllbring
out the associations between transport
network on *re one hand and agricultural
development, Ievel of industrial:zation,
basic facilities and urbanizat:on on the
other. In the last chap'ter trhe author has
introduccd a model for rural transporta-
tion netwotrk. This is followed by a select
bibliography.

The ma'n focus of the work ir on the
relationship between transport networlc
(noted as independent variable) and dif-
ferent aspects of development (depen-
dent varlables) whilc identifuing the vari-
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The informat:on prcscntred is an update
in the area and hence will be a valuable
additon to every Libra.ry on Climatology,

able indicatine agxicultural development,
the author has ueed agricultural produc-
tivi,t5r rneasured in terms of money value.
But this al,one does not yepresent the
agdcultural development and the use of
compos:te index of agriculurral develop-
ment would have been more apppopriate.
Similarly, the industriat development i+
represerrted by percentage of house hold
industrial emptroyrrr-nt Here also the
need to define a composite index of in-
dustr'al development and then to colre-
late i,t with the traniport networlc indices
is felt. The model ,of nrral transport
network den'elopment by the author, with
refinements, could b,c app,lied to other
developing reg,onl.

The study is a welc-me addition to the
carce literafure on stud:es in transpott
geography in India. The book is well po-
duced, barring a few typograph'cal
mistakes which could have been easily
avoided. The students, research scholars
and teachers would certainly find this
book very useful.

(v. s. DATY)


